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Economists and others see the wording change as a move by
the Fed to begin to prepare for a rate increase.

"A forthcoming interest-rate hike is not necessarily a bad

Surf Scene thing," said Greg McBride, senior financial analyst for
Tide Cm Bankrate.com. "Rather, it's a vote of confidence for the
Lodging improving fortunes of the economy."
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"Business-condition indicators across the board are becoming
more favorable every time they're released," Scott said. "This
is the first time since 1999 that I've been able to say that. The
Florida economy and the U.S. economy are going to have
their best year since 1999."
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